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Amendments to the Claims 

A complete listing of the claims follows. Please amend claims 1-4, 8, 9 and 12, cancel 
claim 5, and add new claims 16-20 as indicated below. All other claims remain the same as 
originally presented in the application. 

1. (Currently amended) An encoder for compressing image information comprising: 

a memory configured to store a sequence of characters representing an image; and 
a processor configured to determine if the stored sequence of characters corresponds to 
one of a banded image and a page image, to operate in a first mode to encode the stored sequence 
of characters if the sequence of characters is determined to correspond to the banded image, and 
to operate in a second mode, different than the first mode, to encode the stored sequence of 
characters if the stored fe^sequence of characters is determined to correspond to the page 
image. 

2. (Currently amended) An encoder according to claim 1, wherein the processor is further 
configured to encode the stored firs^sequence of characters in accordance with a pack-bit 
compression technique in the first mode of operation and in accordance with a LZW 
compression technique in the second mode of operation. 

3. (Currently amended) An encoder according to claim 2, wherein the processor is further 
configured to encode the stored fes^sequence of characters in accordance with a pack-bit 
compression technique in the second mode of operation. 

4. (Currently amended) An encoder according to claim 1, whereim the processor is further 
configured to determine if the stored sequence of characters corresponds to one of a primarily 
white page image and a primarily black page image when i £the fefc- processor determines that 
the stored sequence of characters is d e t e rmined to corresponds to the page image , th e proc e ssor 
is further configur e d to d e t e rmine if the stored first sequ e nc e of charact e rs corresponds to on e of 
a primarily whit e pag e imag e and a primarily black pag e imag e , and, if so, to e ncod e th e stored 
first s e quenc e of characters in accordanc e with a first compr e ssion t e chnique while op e rating in 
th e s e cond mod e of op e ration, and, if not, to e ncod e the stor e d first s e quenc e of charact e rs in 
accordance with a s e cond compr e ssion t e chnique, diff e r e nt than th e first compr e ssion t e chnique, 
whil e op e rating in th e s e cond mod e of op e ration . 
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5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) A method for compressing image information comprising: 
receiving image data representing an image; 

determining if the received image data corresponds to one of banded image data and 
page image data; 

encoding the received image data in accordance with a first encoding technique, if the 
received image data is determined to correspond to the banded image data; and 

encoding the received image data in accordance with a second encoding technique, 
different than the first encoding technique, if the received image data is determined to 
correspond to the page image data. 

7. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein the first encoding technique is a pack-bit 
■ compression technique and the second encoding technique is a LZW compression technique. 

8. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 7, further comprising^ encoding the 
received image data in accordance with the first encoding technique, if the received image data is 
determined to correspond to th e pag e imag e dat a one of primarily white page image data and 
primarily black page image data . 

9. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 6, wherein the received image data is 
determined to correspond to page image data, and further comprisingv determining if the received 
image data corresponds to one of primarily white page image data and primarily black page 
image data; encoding the received image data in accordance with the first encoding technique, if 
the received image data is determined to correspond to the one of the primarily white and the 
primarily black page image data; and encoding the received image data in accordance with the 
second encoding technique, if the received image data is determined not to correspond to the one 
of the primarily white and the primarily black page image data. 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein the first encoding technique is a pack-bit 
technique and the second encoding technique is an LZW technique. 

11. (Original) An imaging system comprising: 
a raster image processor configured to determine if a sequence of characters 

corresponds to one of a banded image and a page image, to operate in a first mode to encode the 
sequence of characters if the sequence of characters is determined to correspond to the banded 
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image, and to operate in a second mode, different than the first mode, to encode the sequence of 
characters if the sequence of characters is determined to correspond to the page image; and 

an imager controller configured to receive the encoded sequence of characters, and to 
operate in a first mode to decode the received encoded sequence of characters into the sequence 
of characters if the encoded sequence of characters is determined to correspond to the banded 
image, and to operate in a second mode to decode the received encoded sequence of characters 
into the sequence of characters if the encoded sequence of characters is determined to correspond 
to the page image. 

| 12. (Currently amended) A system according to claim 4-Qli, wherein the raster image processor 
is further configured to encode the sequence of characters in accordance with a pack-bit 
compression technique in the first mode of operation and in accordance with a LZW 
^ i compression technique in the second mode of operation. 

13. (Original) A system according to claim 12, wherein: the raster image processor is further 
configured to encode the sequence of characters in accordance with a pack-bit compression 
technique in the second mode of operation. 

14. (Original) A system according to claim 11, wherein: if the first sequence of characters is 
determined to correspond to the page image, the raster image processor is further configured to 
determine if the sequence of characters corresponds to one of a primarily white page image and a 
primarily black page image, and, if so, to encode the sequence of characters in accordance with a 
first compression technique while operating in the second mode of operation, and, if not, to 
encode the sequence of characters in accordance with a second compression technique, different 
than the first compression technique, while operating in the second mode of operation. 

15. (Original) A system according to claim 14, wherein the first compression technique is a 
pack-bit technique and the second compression technique is a LZW technique. 

16. (New) An encoder according to claim 4 further comprising encoding the stored sequence of 
characters in accordance with a first compression technique while operating in the second mode 
of operation. 

17. (New) An encoder according to claim 4 further comprising encoding the stored sequence of 
characters in accordance with a first compression technique while operating in the second mode 
of operation if the processor determines that the stored sequence of characters does correspond to 
the one of the primarily white page image and the primarily black page image. 
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1 8. (New) An encoder according to claim 4 further comprising encoding the stored sequence of 
characters in accordance with a second compression technique, different than the first 
compression technique, while operating in the second mode of operation if the processor 
determines that the stored sequence of characters does not correspond to the one of the primarily 

^^^^^ white page image and the primarily black page image. 

19. (New) An encoder according to claim 17, wherein the first compression technique is a pack- 
bit technique. 

20. (New) An encoder according to claim 18, wherein the second compression technique is a 
LZW technique. 
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